
This 6-Step Process authored by LTEC (Law, Technology & Entrepreneurship Clinic) is 
designed to help aspiring inventors and entrepreneurs patent their ideas.

A patent gives you the right to exclude others 
from making, selling or using your invention.

A patent provides you with a monopoly 
over the selling, manufacturing and 
licensing of your invention. It can be a 
valuable business asset.

In order to be patentable, your concept must 
me novel, non-obvious, useful and capable 
of practical implementation. An invention 
is novel when no one has previously 
publicly disclosed your concept. The first 
step to determining novelty is to perform a 
preliminary search.
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What is a patent?

Why apply for a patent?

Is it patentable?

PAtents 101 so, wHere
DO I START?
A good starting point is 
Google Patents. 
Follow the 6 Steps on the 
reverse for when you perform 
your preliminary novelty search.
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This will help you truly understand your proposed 
invention, the problem you’re looking to solve and 
how you’re going to do it. It will also help you to 
brainstorm keywords that describe your idea. 

Create a log and enter those keywords in. 
The log will be your workspace where you can 
keep track of your results. 
Go to www.google.com/patents. Enter your 
keywords in any combination and search.

Do general searches on search 
engines like Google or Yahoo!. 
If your proposed invention is 
a product, you can also try 
Amazon or even YouTube. 
You may find that your great 
idea is already in production 
somewhere without a patent.

If you’ve completed your search 
and you’re confident in the novelty 
of your proposed invention, bring 
it to LTEC along with your search 
results! LTEC is a FREE community 
legal clinic that assists eligible 
clients with their legal needs.

Repeat Steps 3 
& 4 until you feel 
confident that you 
have completed a 
thorough search.

Open the relevant links and read them. 
Take note of similarities. It is always a good 
idea to read the summary and look at any 
available illustrations.
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MOUSE : mice/rat(s)/rodent/vermin

TRAP(S) : catching device/trapping device/snare/apparatus

BAIT : lure/attraction element/scent(s)

You’ve just come up with a new and improved 
mousetrap and want to know if it’s patentable.

sAMPle sCenArio :

Many simple words have a number of creative synonyms.

Visit uwindsor.ca/law/ltec 
for more information.


